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Last Spring, while Governor Andrew
Cuomo was stubbornly refusing to extend
the ‘millionaire’s tax,’ he was busy propos-
ing a budget that would slash or eliminate
programs and services that benefit the
most vulnerable New Yorkers. As a partic-
ularly appalling example, the statewide sys-
tem of youth bureaus was on the chopping
block entirely. Youth bureaus, known for
their sports and enrichment programs, are
also responsible for helping at-risk youth
with summer employment, one-to-one
mentoring, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, job
training and other programs.
Cuomo’s plan for bureaus for youth?

Limited and competitive block grants
would be made available to youth pro-
grams in cities with more than a million
residents. The youth bureaus in small cities
and counties like ours—in fact, most of
upstate New York–would have to shut their

doors.
The Youth Bureau proposal did not be-

come policy in New York because people
like Suki Tabor, director of Ithaca’s Youth
Bureau’s Youth Employment program,
stepped up to fight Cuomo with all she
had. Designing a colorful flyer outlining
the programs that would be cut, and the
kids who would be hurt, Suki urged par-
ents and community members to share
their outrage with Assembly representa-
tives, Senators and Cuomo. Allen Green,
executive director of the Ithaca Youth Bu-
reau, was contacted by a legislator serving
on the Assembly’s Children and Families
Committee, in appreciation of the large
number of Tompkins County residents
who wrote and called to save youth bu-
reaus. Unfortunately, not all programs
have been as lucky.
What does the loss or decrease of state

support mean besides the obvious loss of
dollars? First of all, most service agencies
have been receiving smaller budget alloca-
tions for years now; monetary reserves are
spent. Secondly, many foundations and
federal programs demand that organiza-
tions show they have funding from other
sources before awarding additional grants.
Without state aide, the organizations can-
not do that. Many agencies like the Youth
Bureau rely on local municipalities and
county monies to continue operating.
When the state and federal governments
cut aid to cities, towns and counties while

Adoor has opened where once was only a wall.
As the light shines through, a brave few have

thrown their bodies in the crack before it slams
shut again
The persistent and ever-present human urge for

freedom, our nature of cooperation and love, and
our inherent sense of justice has jolted us awake.
The alarm has been raised: our peace, our people,
our planet are in peril. Now we must all go, we
must all push, or the door will slam forever.
In this moment of clarity, the eye of the storm

is a calm center, created by sheer force of collective
will. A revolutionary space has been born. Some
of us have felt this moment coming for our whole
lives. We fought with our demons and depression
to get here; hope against hope carried us all this
way to be here. A space where freedom is real and
we can be the people we have dreamed of. And in
that space we have peace and tranquility despite
the looming forces of darkness all around the
edges. We have built our fortress.
That fortress is ruled by agreement, by respect,

by unity, by equality, by dignity, by diversity, by de-
termination, by love. We ALL belong here, the

tourists and curiosity seekers, the student or the
scholar, the workers or the unemployed, those
whose kin have lived here since the beginning or
were stolen and brought here long ago, to the ones
whose loves were left behind: we were all meant to
be here. We are all the 99%.
There is a lot of noise about what Occupy Wall

Street isn’t: a set of concrete demands for specific
policy change, a military force to be reckoned with,
a power on par with corporate oligarchy. Yet all of
this completely ignores the astounding miracle of
what it is: a functioning self-governing co-opera-
tive camp that was established with neither permits
nor petitions nor permission of any kind but with
the consensus of the participants. Defended with-
out weapons, but with sheer people power, pres-
ence, and a nonviolent call for justice, and which
has formed its own decentralized method of gov-
ernance.
Buckminster Fuller is reported to have said that

“you never change things by fighting the existing
reality. To change something, build a new model
that makes the existing model obsolete.”
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State, Federal Cuts
Affect All Locally
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It’s now or never
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Police brutality spreads across the
country leaving some to question the
original intention of  the Patriot Act
and the creation of  the Department
of  Homeland Security: to track and
apprehend terrorists or to monitor
We, the American people, create a

militarized policing apparatus and
usher in the final phase of  American
style Authoritarianism?  “Who are
you protecting?” has become a fa-
vorite mantra of  the movement as it
becomes more and more clear that
the police are not protecting the peo-

ple, as they should be, but have be-
come the hired thugs of  the Ameri-
can  corporate Oligarchy.
Many African Americans and

Latinos have watched their commu-
nities become war zones during the
war on drugs, watching as one out of
every two African American males
has been incarcerated at one time in
their life.  Immigrant communities,
especially those of  Latin American
or Middle Eastern descent,  have
witnessed a sharp rise in harassment,
detention and deportation over the
last 10 years.  And those who have
been involved in protest movements
from the Battle of  Seattle protest
against the World Trade Organiza-
tion in 1999 and the protests before
the Iraq War in 2003 are disturbed,
but not surprised, watching the po-
lice response to the Occupy Move-
ment.  But for newcomers to

activism, many of  whom provided
the first push to launch this ex-
tremely timely and important wave
of  protest, the reaction of  police
forces across the country comes as a
shock.  Many have been under the
illusion that police are here to pro-
tect and serve the people, but all il-
lusions must eventually fall away.
The movement which started

when hundreds first gathered at
Zuccoti Park on September 17,
2011, first began to pick up steam on
September 25 when New York Po-
lice Department (NYPD) Officer
Anthony Bologna (dubbed Tony
Baloney by humorists) pepper-
sprayed a group of  young women.
The women were being corralled by
NYPD’s now infamous tactic known
as ‘kettling,’ which utilizes orange

A Racial Analysis of
Occupy Wall Street

Police Brutality: Nation Wide Epidemic
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“Ain’t no power like the power of  the people,
cause the power of  the people don’t stop!” Quite
a tongue twister – still, it is my favorite chant of  all
those associated with the Occupy Wall Street
(OWS) movement. To me, this mantra best ex-
emplifies what the OWS movement is about. It’s
a movement about the people, the power we hold
as a united front, and how this unity can propel us
forward as we refuse to back down. While the ac-
tual outcome of  the movement remains uncertain
at this point (and for good reason), it must aim to
be inclusive of  all people, especially those who
have historically been marginalized. This in-
cludes, but is not limited to: people of  color,
women, and LGBT folks.
I come from a unique position as a lifetime res-

ident of  Ithaca, a person of  color, a single mother,
and an Ithaca College student on the brink of
graduation. Possibly, I share this information to
make you “comfortable” as I bring up a subject
that often makes people uneasy, as I am going to
address race. Maybe, I have revealed aspects of
identify so that you may see where my intentions
lie: as a mother, an Ithacan, and a student. And
where, the jarring bits of  my identity have landed
me where I am today, calling for a racial analysis
of  the Occupy Wall Street movement.
The term racial analysis refers to the recogni-

tion of  the enslavement, oppression and destruc-
tion of  people of  color in the United States as the
basis of  our current economic system. The
United States has continuously relied on the ex-
ploitation of  people of  color, specifically in re-
gards to labor. This relationship began with the
theft of  land from native people, the enslavement
of  Africans for free labor, and has continued with

other racialized groups
that have been used for
cheap labor including
Chinese and Mexican
people. Historically,
race has been used as a
tool to divide and strat-
ify, as a way to limit ac-
cess to resources, and
enact discrimination
amongst all people. If
we ignore deeply in-
grained ideology we fail
to see racism as a symp-
tom of  capitalism, whiteness as framework that
women and people of  color are valued against,
and how this has worked to privilege white people
(in regards to wealth & notions of  citizenship),
while excluding people of  color.
If  we are talking about rebuilding (which

OWS seems to be), the conversation needs to start
at the beginning of  what is now the United States.
In addition, the absence of  this analysis will en-
sure that history repeats itself  by rewarding the
white middle class with economic advantages and
additional opportunities to generate wealth. Refer
back to the New Deal, which excluded a large
amount of  women and people of  color from new
policies. The Social Security Act of  1935 denied
benefits to women (unless widowed), domestic
workers and farm workers- jobs held by a major-
ity of  people of  color. Or, the Wagner Act of
1935 fair labor practices that only applied to
workers in mass production industries, i.e. white
male workers.
A majority of  the Occupy Wall Street move-

ment consists of  white middle class people who
are, for the first time facing economic hardships,
school loans, foreclosure, unemployment, and the
accumulation of  other debt. Their acceptance, in-
clusion, and obedience to society no longer pro-
tect them from financial hardships.
People of  color and have always experienced

economic injustices because of  racism, and the
ways it limits access to resources such as jobs,
housing, education, within the hierarchy our so-
ciety that depends on racism to operate. Racism
can be defined as the power to create, enforce
ideas and practices that maintain these racial hi-
erarchies. Occupy Wall Street, as a movement
calling for economic justice, cannot ignore the
way race has been used as a tool to divide the peo-
ple, as economic justice will not ensure equal
rights for everyone.

It is imperative that people of  color take
agency as active participants in the OWS move-
ment and work diligently to create a space and
make sure that their voices are heard. Currently,
there is a People of  Color Working Group, POC-
cupy, within the broader movement, which aims
to create a safe space and develop critical con-
sciousness. It was created in response to the lack
of  racial diversity at OWS and strives to extend
the reach of  the movement to those most affected
by the current crisis. This group is open to all in-
dividuals who identify as people of  color, and
closed to those who do not. This creates an au-
tonomous space where people of  color can feel
comfortable addressing concerns, and speak solely
to issues on the basis of  race. 
While the goals of  the Occupy Wall Street

movement are unclear, if  we imagine that they
will result in new policies regarding wealth distri-
bution, then the people must be pulled up from
the bottom- with the poorest people being “re-
warded” first. If  this movement arrives at the cre-
ation of  demands they must include those that
effect people of  color, and specifically where they
have been attacked, as a way to attempt to undo
hundreds of  years of  colonization and oppression.
These issues include, but are not limited to: repa-
rations for slavery and the honoring of  land
claims by native peoples; the Prison Industrial
Complex (PIC), police presence and brutality in
communities of  color. The United States would
have to cease to make money from the bodies of
people of  color, specifically Black people, whose
bodies have been profitable since slavery. This re-
lationship remains disjointed as for Black males in
their twenties, 1 in every 8 is in prison or jail on
any given day. Out of  the 2.3 million people in-
carcerated in prisons and jails across the United
Sates, 60% of  these are people of  color.
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FOR THE RECORD, let me just state that
I’m not anti-police.  I understand.  It’s a shit job.
I’m all too familiar with shit jobs to just hate on
someone who’s got bills to pay and mouths to
feed. I get it, someone has to do it. But you could-
n't pay me enough; I’d lose a lot of  friends. My
girlfriend would probably dump me too. 
I am, however, very much anti-police brutality.

Like all forms of  the abused power of  authority, to
be a witness to police brutality is no easy pill to
swallow. Not just the kind you see in the news or
hear about happening at #OWS and other
protests happening the world over. And not just
the sensationalized drama you’re likely to see in
the entertainment industry, either.   
I am completely against the oppressive, cruel

and savage nature of  police brutality that exists
everywhere in the world.  That includes the in-
justice in our local community in Ithaca has been
witness to in recent times.  The mere presence of
police just about anywhere is a public display of
intimidation and hostility.  I imagine that the ma-
jority of  peaceful non-violent people of  all kinds
will never feel comfortable in the proximity of  an
armed, uniformed agent of  law and order.  The
reputation for police violence precedes itself.
However, if  you identify as Black, African-

American or as a person of  color, chances are
you’ve had a negative encounter with law en-
forcement at some point in your life. If  you
haven’t, then perhaps you’re at least aware of
what it means to be subject to racial profiling by

police.  To be Black in America today means to
live under constant pressure in society at large. 
Most Americans may fear the threat of  foreign

terrorism coming to our shores, while people of
color in America face day-to-day racism, a do-
mestic form of  terrorism, on a consistent basis.
This is never more apparent than when police tar-
get young people of  color, particularly young
Black men, with intimidation tactics, disinforma-
tion of  their legal rights, entrapment and brutal,
merciless acts of  violence. Police violence is not
unusual news within communities of  color.
It’s fascinating how rarely we see young white

people subject to the extreme measures of  police
violence until civil disobedient protest movements
such as the Occupy demonstrations, or the WTO
‘Battle In Seattle,’ make their way into the media’s
limelight. It is tragic, but seen so rarely in the tun-
nel vision of  our sensationalist news sources. It
seems almost as if  media images of  police vio-
lence mean to cultivate sudden urgency among
the masses once young white peaceful protesters
are seen taking the beatings, the tear gas, the pep-
per spraying, the rubber bullets.  
No one is deserving of  this kind of  abuse from

OUR employed civil servants, be they Black or
white, man or woman.  This latest call to action
for economic justice in our country is due in part
to the white middle class becoming exploited from
the home foreclosure and unemployment crisis
and being excluded from what's thought to be a
decent quality of  American life. This is in no way
a coincidence. This is the coming undone of  what
America foolishly thought putting a Black man in
the White House would so easily achieve.  The
white middle class is starting to get an unpleasant
taste of  what the poor, working class people of
color in this country have been enduring for gen-

erations.
How do the police factor into this exploitation?

They’re not ‘just doing their job’ like the rest of
us: they represent the way in which the govern-
ment treats its people.  It
says volumes about how
good that government is
to its people when you
see people protesting so-
cietal inequality being
gassed, maimed and
beaten in the streets.  
A police officer knows

exactly what she's get-
ting herself  into when
she joins the force.  Yes,
they enlist in this line of
work because of  eco-
nomic pressure, but se-
curing an income is inexcusable for evicting
families, harassing young people of  color, or pep-
per spraying demonstrators. Anyone who insists
that the police merely exist to “protect and serve”
should also understand that the jurisdiction of
that common misconception ends at protecting
the interests of  the ruling class. 
Laws serve to protect the privileges of  the

wealthy and powerful, so fetishized obedience to
that law doesn’t necessarily make them morally
right. Laws once enslaved a race of  people to
build this country from the ground up in ex-
change for torture and humiliation; laws have

even legalized the attempted
genocide of  another race of  peo-
ple altogether.  Police enforce
these laws, but that doesn’t mean
the police exercise legitimate au-
thority. To insist otherwise as-
sumes one has probably lived a
privileged, obedient life…and a
submissive one.  
So how does this directly affect

where we live? Look no further
than the many public gathering
spaces of  our sleepy little college
town for the presence of  police.
Since February 2010, the Ithaca
Police Department has been re-
sponsible for the deaths of  two

young men of  color.  Two is too many.  This is po-
lice brutality in the first degree and it's on your
streets. The same streets you use to walk your kids
to school and the same streets I use to walk work
every day.  
I have to ask, of  all the people the police find

themselves in confrontation with (as comes with
the job description), when they find themselves in
situations of  life and death, after all the endured
training, does a police officer in his heightened
state of  awareness find it easier to point, shoot and
fire at a young Black man? Does the color of  their
skin, the neighborhood they live in, their age or
their known stereotypes pose a greater threat to
the police? Or are we just easier target?
It would be unfair to classify all civil service

duty men as nothing more than racist, unreason-
able, indifferent oppressors for the 1%, who em-
ploy the police to keep the young, poor, minorities
of  our community down and out. I'm not inter-
ested in being unfair. Let’s leave that up to the po-
lice. We could however take on the responsibility
of  being good neighbors, invested in helping to
keep the peace by means of  non-violence, medi-
ation and keeping good relations with each other.
So what can we do? Organize! Get a group to-

gether. Even if  you don’t necessarily feel threat-
ened by police presence, get to know your
neighbors well enough so you won’t ever have to.
Educate yourself  about your legal rights. Out-
reach to other communities, especially targeted
ones about their legal rights.  Targeted commu-
nities can form a copwatch –like a neighborhood
watch, but which seeks to limit police repression
by directly monitoring police officers. They’re al-
ways watching us so let them know we’re watch-
ing too!  All you need is your eyes and ears.  Use
the rest of  your skills, talents, and resources and

go from there.  
The people from a community such as South-

side in Ithaca, which has been particularly merci-
ful toward your local police department for years,

may understandably be apprehensive to
stand up for themselves in fear of  inviting
more police presence into the neighbor-
hood. A copwatch program can be the
first step towards solidarity with each
other.
In the meantime, we must demand

that the unanswered questions that still
remain about the particularly brutal
killings of  SHAWN GREENWOOD
and KEITH SHUMWAY are brought to
light. Do not forget them, and do not let
the police forget their names.  These are
our sons, our brothers, our fathers, our
neighbors, our own people. No more ex-

cuses. When cops are violent to this extreme
within our community, we need to raise a ruckus
about it, and I mean a loud one. We can’t let these
instances of  police brutality fall to the wayside be-
cause we have become so used to non-optimistic
news. It’s desensitizing to a fault, and a symptom
of  becoming apathetic.  
This is our world. We wake up here every day.

We have to put pressure on them and keep on it.
I call on the 99% and occupiers everywhere to
protest of  police brutality that targets young Black
men, people of  color, women, minorities, the
LGBT community, the civilly disobedient, the
purveyors of  free speech, our comrades at Zucotti
Park/Liberty Plaza in New York City, at Troy
Davis Park in Atlanta, at Oscar Grant Plaza in
Oakland, in Ithaca and everywhere abroad the
ten square miles…
Let’s let them know that we are unstoppable.

Another world is possible!    

“Find out just what any people will quietly submit to
and you have found out the exact measure of  injustice and
wrong which will be imposed upon them, and these will
continue till they are resisted with either words or blows, or
both.” –Frederick Douglas

Police Brutality Disproportionately Targets People of Color

by Phillip A. Price

On November 2nd, a one day general strike
called by Occupy Oakland in response to the po-
lice attack on the occupation a week earlier which
left Iraq War vet Scott Olson critically injured.
This was the first General Strike in the US since
the 1946 strike called by Oakland retail clerks.
Oakland Police Department (OPD) estimated
7000 marchers; protesters and media estimates
were much higher, ranging from 20-40000 with
one estimate as high as 100,000.  Waves of
marches left from Oscar Grant Plaza at 14th and
Broadway, home of  the Oakland occupation, and
marched first to downtown banks then later to
their ultimate target, the Port of  Oakland, the
fourth largest in the US by containers shipped.  
The peaceful marches were marred by prop-

erty destruction by a small minority of  black clad,
masked protesters who broke windows at Whole
Foods and some banks and spray painted walls.
Occupy Protesters stepped in and demanded that
property destruction cease, even posting guards at
targeted businesses to make sure more vandalism
did not occur.   Many were seen later in the day
scrubbing graffiti.
The Oakland General Assembly and individ-

ual protesters disavowed these destructive tactics
as counterproductive, emphasizing the use of
consensus on decision making within the move-
ment.  They declared that destructive tactics were
anti-democratic.  Most mainstream media outlets
led coverage of  the action with stories of
smashed windows conducted by one hun-

Occupy Oakland General
Strike makes History
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General Strike
Over 20 Occupy protests across the state are
putting out calls for winter gear as some occu-
pations are belted with early snow.  Spirits are
high, though, as folks dig in for what could be
a long and harsh winter. 

Occupy Rochester www.occupyrochester.org
Protest finally reoccupies Washington Square
Park after over 50 arrested in Rochester in Oc-
tober, 32 the first night of  the occupation. Oc-
cupiers were forced to sleep on the sidewalk
while police forbid the use of  blankets or tarps
to keep warm.  Ongoing negotiations with
Mayor Tom Richards resulted in this tempo-
rary victory.  

Occupy Albany @occupy_albany  NY State
police disobey orders to arrest protesters in Al-
bany after occupation began on October 21,
“We were ready to make arrests if  needed, but
these people complied with our orders,” a State
Police official said. October 29 Occupy Your
Capitol Day, the Academy Park tent city
dubbed Cuomoville , across from the state
Capitol, Occupy Albany protesters brought
their message from Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s
workplace to his residence with a march across
town to the governor's mansion.

City of  Binghamton does not require per-
mits for Occupy Binghamton, which began like
so many others on October 15th.  Binghamton
hit with snow on October 29-30 but spirits re-
mained high.
The protesters are practicing Satyagraha,

(Hindi: insistence on truth or zeal for truth), a
concept introduced in the early 20th century by
Gandhi to designate a determined but nonvio-
lent resistance. Satyagraha became a major tool
in the Indian struggle against British imperial-
ism and has been adopted by protest groups in
other countries.  According to this philosophy,
satyagrahis— practitioners of  satyagraha —
achieve correct insight into the real nature of

an evil situation by observing nonviolence of
the mind, by seeking truth in a spirit of  peace
and love, and by undergoing a rigorous process
of  self-scrutiny.

Occupy Cortland 
Cortland residents have been meeting twice a
week to hold general assemblies, talk about the
issues that are important to community, and to
show solidarity for the Occupy movement.
They meet Thursdays at 3pm at the Beard
Building at 9 Main St, and Saturdays at 5pm at
the same location. They are focusing on struc-
ture and organization as well as coalition build-
ing with local unions, activist groups, student
groups, and community oriented groups. 

Hydrofracking could be one of  the  #oc-
cupyupstate issues, Fracking waste no longer ac-
cepted in PA and reportedly goes to upstate
landfills. Meeting between leaders of  the
Delaware Watershed on November 21 is now
being called the most important moment for
American environmentalists to act, now that
the Keystone XL pipleine has been stopped. 

Occupy Buffalo www.occupybuffalo.org
The Occupy Buffalo movement is addressing
many issues, and one of  those concerns is the
city of  Buffalo’s investment in corporate greed.
The city has quite a relationship to J.P Morgan
& Chase who profit from the community’s loss.
Homeowners get tossed, and then nobody is
around to take care of  property.

Foreclosures are costing the city time, and
effort, as well as a ton of  cash. Banks make
record profits, and place shareholders above the
citizens.  Meanwhile, the banks were bailed out
with 45 billion dollars in TARP bailouts.  In the
year following the bank has foreclosed on
262,000 homes.The Buffalo community aims
to remove personal and city accounts with Jp
Morgan and chase. 

still mandating services, there is no
choice but to tighten the money al-
located to agencies, departments and
programs. This means that agencies
like the Youth Bureau are losing
money from all their funding
sources.
On the back of  years of  decreasing
budgets, essential services are crum-
bling. 80% of  the Tompkins County
budget goes to unfunded mandates
from state and federal government.
Here is an outline of  some of  the

services being affected which are de-
signed largely to help residents be-
come self-sufficient:.
• A 45 day waiting period has been
imposed for some Department of
Social Service programs. DSS ad-
ministers food stamps, cash assis-
tance, Medicaid, housing and some
other services.
• NYS Department of  Labor de-
creased funding for the Displaced
Homemaker Program from
$200,000 to $24,000. This program,
administered locally by the Women’s
Opportunity Center (WOC), helps

men and women entering or re-en-
tering the job market learn new
skills. Most of  the 22 centers across
the state administering this program
are either closed now or will close
soon. Loss of  operating monies
means that many federal milestone
grants will be lost. Milestone grants
are paid only when a certain quota
is met; without program money to
begin with, the quota cannot be met.
The Bridges program, which helps
low income parents of  kids under 18
get and keep jobs, has also been
eliminated. WOC lost funding from
the SUNY Research Foundation,
too. Three quarters of  the WOC
staff  has been laid off.
• Tompkins County Teen Parenting
and Pregnancy Program: this pro-
gram, part of  a larger statewide net-
work, was cut entirely and will end
as 2011’s last days approach. Work-
ing with expectant and new mothers
and fathers, TP3 helped these young
people find doctors, jobs, housing
and childcare; nurture these young
families with parenting guidance,
GED and TC3 enrollment and
other assistance. 

• Family Support Services: Family
Support was another program like
TP3 but for parents over 21. Parent-
ing programs have been hit hard.
• Even Start: This federal program
also hit the chopping block, closing
at the end of  the summer. In our re-
gion, Even Start helped many rural
families, providing assistance for low
income families with children birth
through age 8. Not only were pre-
school classes offered for children
but parents were simultaneously en-
rolled in GED and parenting pro-
grams. One of  the most important
facets of  this program was that fam-
ilies were picked up and taken to
local schools for their programs. In
rural areas of  great poverty, there are
many isolated people who cannot af-
ford to own cars and do not live near
bus routes.
• Community Dispute Resolution
Center: lost 70% of  their funding,
including county and city courts
counselor/facilitators.
• TCAT: facing serious down-sizing.
TCAT is seeking a $1 fare increase
for rides originating in rural areas.
Routes will also be cut. 
• Mental health services have also
been cut. The death of  Keith
Shumway in Ithaca highlighted the
tragic effects of  these cuts. Keith
sought mental health counseling and
was put on a waiting list. Unfortu-
nately, the wait was too long for him
to deal with his severe illness alone.
• Loaves & Fishes has reported an in-
crease in both the number of  guests
at meals and the number of  guests

getting second helpings, signifying
that more people are relying on the
Loaves meal for their primary nutri-
tion. This year, Loaves has served
38,000 meals, up from  31,000.
• Since 2006, there has been nearly a
70% increase in people utilizing food
stamps in Tompkins County.
If  you think that only the very

poor are suffering from these harsh
budget cuts, think again. Public
schools and the SUNY system have
also suffered in the War against the
99%. Last Spring, there was great
outcry that New York’s lovely state
parks were facing Cuomo cuts and
closings. When the most blatant of
the attacks were withdrawn, many
people assumed the worst was over.
But the state park system is under-
going a quiet leasing and in some
cases, sales. Besides losing the eco-
logical and heritage sites that the
state parks system was designed to
protect, sale of  state park lands will
close off  the vacation and recreation
opportunities that New Yorkers love.
These cuts are only a few examples
of  the ongoing crisis we are facing.
By allowing the richest to rule in
their own selfish interest; when bil-
lionaires vote or buy themselves tax
breaks while making everyone else
pay for their greed, we need to stand
together and say no. The Occupy
movement is our best hope for the
future, a future that places equality,
fairness and justice before individual
wealth.

by LINDA HOLZBAUR

continued from front page

Budget Cuts Hit Locally

#OccupyUpstate Round-Up
dred or less, ignoring the peaceful thou-
sands.
Thousands marched to the port as af-

ternoon turned to evening and rejoiced as
the official word came from the port’s su-
pervisor that maritime operations had
ceased.  The announcement also requested
that protesters allow dock workers to re-
turn home safely.  A festive atmosphere
prevailed as marchers swarmed all gates to
the port, scaling tractor trailer trucks and
train cars.  Music drifted through the air
from several musical troupes.  As night fell,
marchers began to drift back downtown.
Police presence at the march was minimal.
Things took a darker turn as night

dragged on.  Police moved in as barricades
on downtown streets were lit on fire.  Some
individuals also tried to break into an
abandoned downtown building, but were
quickly met by force.  
Calls are rising for a nation-wide gen-

eral strike with dates set in Dallas and Los
Angeles.  When other options have been
exhausted, the general strike is a powerful
weapon to change the course of  our sys-
tem.  If  we can’t affect decisions by the 1%
through polite political negotiations, at the
ballot box, or even by Occupying Wall
Street, then why not hit them where it
hurts: their wallets.

continued from front page
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fencing to trap protesters. This was first used dur-
ing Republican National Convention protests in
2004.
Less than a week later, 700 activists were ar-

rested as they were lured onto the roadway of  the
Brooklyn Bridge by NYPD.  At that point, the
news began to circulate that JP Morgan Chase
had donated $4.6m million to the NYPD and that
the New York Stock Exchange and Wall Street
firms had been utilizing Paid Detail Units of
NYPD officers for special ‘policing’ operations.
These stories have made it very clear who the
cops are actually working for and bring back
memories of  the turn of  the century labor move-
ments.
Reviewing video footage of  the events of  Oc-

tober 15 at Times Square brought back memo-
ries of  the February 15th, 2003 protest at
the United Nations before the start of  the
war against Iraq.  At both  Times Square
on October 15 and at my first big protest
eight years before I witnessed NYPD cav-
alry charge the crowd again and again in
order to clear the intersection.  “Get those
animals off  those horses,” was a favorite
chant at Times Square.  
On October 15, I arrived at the intersec-

tion of  Sixth Avenue and 46th shortly after
horses charged the crowd when police ar-
rived in force to clear intersections in Times
Square.  This intersection was the flashpoint
of  the October 15th after protesters had
been harried and corralled all along the
march route from Liberty Plaza to Wash-
ington Square Park and then north to
Times Square.  About 5 minutes after I ar-
rived, Amy Goodman walked by, also scop-
ing out the story.  
Shortly thereafter, an undercover

amongst the protesters was outed by folks
who had witnessed his behavior before, uti-
lizing the human mic. [The human mic is when the
crowd repeats together the words of  a speaker. Each sentence
gets passed back through the crowd, allowing everyone to
hear announcements and speeches without electronic ampli-
fication.] I played my part by pointing at him over

and over so people could get a look at him; he
then threatened to punch me in the face.  I re-
sponded by using the human mic to tell the crowd
about the threat.  He retreated.  
Accusations of  infiltrators and agent provoca-

teurs have been on the rise since #Oct15 both at

protests and online. Disrupting
an online forum is called
‘trolling.’ (A troll is someone
who posts inflammatory, extra-
neous or off-topic messages in
an online community, such as
an online discussion, chat room
or blog with the primary inten-
tion of  provoking readers into
emotional responses or other-
wise disrupting normal on-topic
discussion.)  It is important that
we as a movement address these
issues by strengthening our re-
solve to non-violence and not
engaging with those who are
being repeatedly divisive.   
Sgt. Shamar Thomas, a Marine, reacted when

police became brutal. Loudly confronting a group
of  30 officers, Thomas shouted at them, “This is
not a war zone. These are unarmed people. It
does not make you tough to hurt these people.  If

you want to go fight, go to Iraq or Afghanistan.
Stop hurting these people, man, why y’all doing
this to our people? Why are y’all gearing up like
this is war? There are no bullets flying out here.”
Police began to back away.  “There is no Honor in
this.” Said Thomas.
On October 25th, the country again ques-

tioned the role of  police forces in our society.  In
the early morning hours, police raided the Oak-
land OWS Encampment in the City Hall park,
using batons and tear gas, claiming the camp was
a public safety risk. Occupy Oakland activists had
renamed the park Oscar Grant Plaza after a
young African American man who was killed No-
vember 1, 2009 by BART police; he died execu-
tion style with a shot to the back of  his head as he
lay pinned face down by the offending officer,  Jo-
hannes Mehserle. 
Protesters responded to the raid by taking to

the streets later that day; they were met with over-
whelming force by a joint task force of  riot police.
Police used rubber bullets and bean bag rounds,
both of  which are illegal under Oakland Police
Department’s own regulations as well as those of
the US Militaries doctrine on policing non-vio-

lent civilian
protests.  Tear gas
and concussion
grenades were also
used liberally creat-
ing a scene of  bed-
lam not often
witnessed outside a
war zone. These de-
vises are not non-
lethal, but
described by law
enforcement and
the manufacturer
themselves as “less
lethal.” 

The final straw, however, was when Marine
Veteran Corp. Scott Olson was struck by a pro-
jectile shot by the police.  In video footage, Olson
is clearly seen standing peacefully in front of  the
police line. Olson laying motionless on the
ground, other protesters ran to his aid only to be

scattered by a flashbang grenade thrown di-
rectly where Olson was laying.   Olson was
transported to an area hospital where he
was treated for a fractured skull.  He has un-
dergone surgery for brain swelling and is
currently suffering from brain damage and
cannot speak.  In response, Oakland pro-
testers voted almost unanimously to call for
a General Strike on November 2nd, the first
in US History since the Oakland General
Strike of  1946.

Police again blackened their name on
October 29 in Denver.  The peaceful Oc-
cupy Denver protest quickly turned violent
when Denver riot police began using pep-
per spray and pepper balls (paintball-like
pepper spray filled pellets) to clear protesters
off  the capitol steps and later to clear the
Occupy Denver park encampment.  One
young man was knocked out of  a tree when
he was pelted with pepper balls while he
filmed the scene.
There is a clear pattern of  repression as

encampments all over the country are at-
tacked night after night by their local law en-
forcement agencies.  Is this a nationally
coordinated effort on the part of  the Department
of  Homeland Security?  Do local governments
have a say any longer in how their local occupy
camps are treated by the police? 
These questions and more linger as the move-

ment grows, but one thing is becoming increas-
ingly clear.  Every time the police overreact to
non-violent protests with violent tactics, the move-
ment grows bigger and stronger.  Protesters are
beginning to become more and more fearless in
their nightly standoffs with the police.  But if  po-
lice are not reigned in, it is clear that there will be
more casualties.  However, it is important that we
not demonize the police.  With police unions and
pensions under threat, they are part of  the 99%.
We must act compassionately towards them, but
also demand accountability.  Let them know: bru-
tality will not be tolerated.  If  we hold our ground,
we can win them over to our cause.  

On the weekend of  October 14th
I participated in three marches in
New York City, one being a trip to
The African Burial Ground that a
portion of  Wall Street was built
upon. I also occupied Times Square
with thousands of  people, and later
that night took part in an im-
promptu taking over of  the streets,
which resulted in being forcefully
pushed by an NYPD officer in full

riot gear.
These experiences worked to fur-

ther my investment in the Occupy
Wall Street movement. Realizing
that a revolution was taking place so
close to me, there was no way that I
could not be a part of  it. Somehow I
felt as if  I had been waiting for this
moment for all my life, a chance to
visibly rebel against not only the is-
sues Occupy Wall Street addresses,
but also all the ways in which I felt I
have been attacked and oppressed.

This call for a racial analysis is an
attempt to fully find myself  in and
become a part of  OWS. Something
that I hold so close, must find a way
to recognize my struggles as a
woman of  color living in the United
States. Or, I must find a way to en-
sure that my voice is heard within
this movement. I address race as an
opportunity to open up conversa-
tions about economic injustice, to in-
clude people who are marginalized,
often without a voice. While it is true
that human beings are “all the
same”, this colorblind talk negates

the fact that race is a social construct
that is tied to and effects life chances
and opportunities. In this way let
race not be used as a tool to divide
the people any longer. Let us recog-
nize the way in which capitalism has
used our “differences” to pit us
against each other. Let’s take re-
sponsibility for our actions, have
conversations, take agency for our-
selves, and work towards opening
doors so that the entire 99% are rep-
resented.

by NYDIA BLAS

by JOSH DOLAN

A Racial Analysis Of OWS

Epidemic
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“It does not make you tough
to hurt these people.  If  you
want to go fight, go to Iraq or

Afghanistan,” 

Marine 
Shamar Thomas
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Occupy Wall Street began with the act of physically occupying
space: brilliant! The ability to show up–or not show up–is a powerful

tool indeed, a way to visibly make a personal
vote, or abstain as a way of making one’s
voice heard. Similarly, a call to action is a re-
quest and opportunity to actively participate.
It involves doing, not talking or talking about
doing, and that is the beauty in action. 
This holiday season, may I suggest a few

things NOT to do? On November 25th, par-
ticipate in Buy Nothing Day 2011. On the day
following Thanksgiving, the United States ex-
periences the biggest shopping day of the year,
and thus the beginning of the Christmas sea-

son. This day marks the period in which retailers turn a profit, and are
“in the black.” To make your vote against this mass exodus into mass
consumerism, try “buying nothing” on November 25th. 
If you, friends or family work at a big box store, why not call in sick?

Heck you can take it a step further and make it a Buy Nothing Christ-
mas! If you find it too difficult to refrain from buying anything, how
about buying less? Or shop locally, give handmade gifts, and/or refrain
from using credits cards. 

Support the Occupy Wall Street movement this holi-
day season by sending or delivering supplies that are
needed for on the onset of cold weather. The folks in
Zuccotti Park are in need of:

Please drop off in person in NYC daily until 9pm at the OWS stor-
age space at 52 Broadway Ave, ground floor and after 9pm at the
OWS Comfort Station on the east side of Liberty Square (aka Zuc-
cotti Park). If shipping, please ship to Occupy Wall Street, 118a Ful-
ton St, PO Box 205, New York, NY 10038

Things You Can Do
Right Now!

Attend your local GA in Ithaca on Thursday
nights at 6pm, Sundays at 2pm.  Check the internet for a
GA in your town.
Occupy the Alternative Economy
Use alternative currency, timeshares, swidget, freecycle.

Start or convert your business to a cooperative, volunteer
for local organizations working on justice issues, boycott big
business, especially those known to have poor environmental
track records, human and workers rights records and/or
profiteer off of predatory lending.

Occupy Local Government show up at city
or town meetings and ask your elected officials to rein-
vest our money in credit unions and ethical investment.

They won’t listen?  Support a candidate who will. Run for of-
fice yourself!

Occupy Your University Organize a teach-in
about Occupy Wall Street and the issues that have
driven us to the streets. Shut down the Ivy League to

Wall St. Pipeline: tell your fellow students and  faculty to find
an ethical profession. 

Keep Wall St. Occupied (as seen on youtube)
send business reply envelopes found in credit card of-
fers back to their source.  Better yet, put the rest of

your junk mail in there too with a note from the 99%.
Occupy the boardroom Become a pen pal
with a banking executive.  Better yet, be their new BFF.
www.occupytheboardroom.org  note: also works on
other corporate types.
Follow the occupation / Educate
Yourself www.occupywallst.org
www.occupytogether.org        www.ithaca.ga.org
Occupy Wall St Get down to Wall Street! Get In-
spired! See what it’s like where it all began!  From
Ithaca, check out Ithaca Car Swarm on Facebook.  Plan
ahead and organize a van or a bus or make a reservation

leaving from Binghamton on the Megabus to save money.

Contact Occupied Ithaca Journal at
occupiedithacajournal@gmail.com, twitter@OccupiedIthacaJ

occupiedithacajournal.wordpress.com  & on facebook
We welcome comments, letters, submissions and donations

insulated gloves, wool hats,
scarves
long underwear / smart wool
thermal socks
300 hand warmers, 300 foot
warmers
waterproof boots in all sizes
disposable shoe covers
winter coats
hot beverages
thermal heaters

all weather sub-thermal sleeping
bags
tarps
all-weather tents
foam padding / insulation for in-
side of tents
wooden pallets to get tents off
the ground
cots to get people off the
ground (don't currently have any.
could really use these)
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GGeett AAccttiivvee!!

EEddiittoorrss CCoonnttrriibbuuttoorrss

3 Dec 2011 (Saturday)
Open Space: Politics and Econom-
ics As If People Mattered, How Do
We Change Society Together?
Time: 11:00 AM-6:30 PM
Location: To be determined*
4 Dec 2011 (Sunday)
Rebuilding the American Dream
Time: 2:00 PM-exhaustion
Location: First Unitarian Society of
Ithaca, Buffalo St. & Aurora St.,
Ithaca
10 Dec 2011 (Saturday)
World Day of Action, Local Focus
on Healthcare
2:00 PM: Rally @ Ithaca Commons
2:30 PM: March to Southside
Community Center, 305 S. Plain
St., Ithaca
3:00 PM: Health Care: Human
Need, Not Corporate Greed,
Teach-In at Southside Community

Center, 305 S. Plain St., Ithaca
14 Dec 2011 (Wednesday)
Teach-In on Civil Liberties (Details
to be determined*)
17 Dec 2011 (Saturday)
Movie Screening: Lifting the
Veil (Details to be determined*)
21 Jan 2012 (Saturday)
Reports on Works by Howard
Zinn, Tom Hartmann, and Martin
Luther King: Presented by Move To
Amend 
Location: Tompkins County Work-
ers’ Center, 115 E. Martin Luther
King St./The Commons, Ithaca
Time: To be determined*
*Find updates at http://www.occu-
pyithaca.org or Occupy Ithaca bul-
letin board in the Tompkins County
Workers’ Center (115 E. Martin
Luther King St./The Commons,
Ithaca)

Ithaca GA Education Working Group Events


